CHAPTER  VII
A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?
One rational explanation of our attitude towards Japan,
Italy and Germany is that the growing power of Russia
imposes upon us a new orientation in the pursuit of a
Balance of Power policy. The possibilities of a new
'balance' based on supporting the Have-Not states as
against Russia are here considered.
HERE and there (but with curious infrequency),
the retreat is justified on grounds of the demands
of a new Balance of Power: the power of Russia, we
are told, constitutes the same threat of domination
which the power of Germany constituted thirty
years ago. To weaken Germany or Japan is to
expose the world to all the dangers of 'Bolshevist
agitation and aggression'. 'If,' argue those putting
the case for a Balance of Power in some different
form, 'the Hun and Bolshie tear each other to pieces
why should we worry?'
Now it is true that the ultimate solution is for
us to refuse to ally ourselves either with 'Germany'
against 'Russia' or with 'Russia' against 'Germany'.
Our alliance should be offered to either or both for
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